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Apparatus Push-in Ceremonies: A Long-Held Tradition That Unites Communities • Wendy Smith

On Wednesday August 7th at 9:00 am, Fire Station 
#4 inaugurated their new fire truck by washing then 
pushing it into the station. Firefighters, neighborhood 
citizens, the Mayor and council members participated 
in this welcome event.

The ceremony dates back to the days of horse-drawn 
equipment when members had to push the equipment 
into the bay.  

Like the armed forces, part of the appeal of the fire 
service is its deep connection and reverence for 
tradition, from the iconic sound of the bagpipe to 
the now-ceremonial apparatus push-in.

Over time, with the 
invention and 
adoption of 
motorized 
apparatus, the need 
to manually move the 
equipment was gone. 
However, the legacy 
of the push-in was 
secured. Now, in 
honor of those 
early crews, many fire 
departments hold a 
push-in ceremony when taking delivery of a new 
apparatus, often inviting community members to 
celebrate the exciting moment their tax dollars helped 
make possible.

Beginning in the 1800s, after crews returned from 
a call on horse-drawn equipment, the animals were 
unable to back into the station, requiring members to 
detach the horses and push the equipment into the bay. 

CHNA
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Join, Donate & Support  • CHNACHNA f o r  2 0 2 4
Support Crescent Heights by becoming a CHNA member today!

Attention all homeowners and renters in Crescent Heights! Everyone who calls this wonderful neighborhood 
home can help sustain its natural beauty, livelihood and sense of community by becoming a member of the 
Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association (CHNA).

For $25 a year, you can take delight in knowing your contributions will help foster a safe, vibrant and 
engaging place to live for people from all walks and stages of life.

As a member, you’ll receive exclusive invitations to special neighborhood events such as porch parties, 
family-friendly celebrations and business socials. You’ll also be the first to know about important 
neighborhood and city news and have chances to meet local leaders and vote on critical issues that impact 
Crescent Heights. 

Join online at crescentheightsneighborhood.com, or bring cash or check made payable to CHNA to any 
neighborhood meeting or event. We accept PayPal and additional donations.  Questions about CHNA 
Membership? Contact Ziba Mohammadi, membership chair, at membership.chna.ziba@gmail.com 

Stay in the know! Subscribe to CHNA emails.

Each month, CHNA emails subscribers important information about neighborhood news, happenings and 
events. If you are not currently receiving these monthly updates and would like to, please contact Laura 
Lorenzen at lauraliam5@gmail.com or text 813-431-0478.

Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association, Inc., 
is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation. Donations to the organization for which no goods or services are 
received are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Your membership contribution mayor may not be tax 
deductible.  Please consult a tax advisor regarding your specific tax situation.

CHNA Board of Directors

President: Amy Kelso
crescentheights.president@gmail.com

Vice President: Bebe Ocano 
chnavicepresident@gmail.com

Treasurer: John Sullivan
chnatreasure@gmail.com

Secretary: Rob Asselin
secretary.chna@gmail.com

Membership: Ziba Mohammadi
membership.chna.ziba@gmail.com

Events Director: Amy Youngs
events.chna@gmail.com

Past President: Salvador Valles

Leads and Chairs

Book Club: Group 1
Joanne Beckman
ejbeckman@comcast.net

Group 2
Melinda Borthick & Sharon Dubble 
chreads@gmail.com

Social Media Manager: Amy Kelso
askelso41@yahoo.com

Website Editor: Brian Merrill
chna.website@gmail.com

Public Information Coordinator:
Laura Lorenzen

Newsletter Team

Editor: Sara Howe
editor.chna@gmail.com

Design Layout: Wendy Smith 
partypro.wendy@gmail.com

Delivery: Bob Lehner 
delivery.chna@gmail.com

Contributors: Joanne Beckman, 
Alison Brett, Sharon Dubble, Sara Howe, 
Amy Kelso, Jayne Ohlman, Bill Richkus, 
Wendy Smith, Dr. Brandy Stark

Show off your neighborhood pride 
with CHNA merchandise! Visit 
crescentheightsneighborhood.com 
to shop flags, t-shirts and tote bags.

CHNA Mer chand ise

Impor tant  Contact  In for mat ion
CHNA President
Amy Kelso
crescentheights.president@
gmail.com
Special Trash Pick-Up
727-893-7398
Call Before You Dig
1-800-432-4770
Meow Now - Free service

to trap / fix feral or community cats

727-203-5255

Community Service 
Officer - Luis Martinez
727-551-3182

Police Non-Emergency
727-893-7780
Crime Tip Line
727-892-5000
Mayor’s Action Line
727-893-7111
Report Street Light
Outage
(location & pole # needed)
1-800-228-8485

If you have a non-emergency police concern, please contact Code Compliance by phone at
727-893-7373 or online at seeclickfix.com/st-petersburg. To report abandoned vehicles on the street,
or extended parking by commercial vehicles on the street, please report the issue to the
non-emergency number for the St. Petersburg Police Department at 727-893-7780.

CHNA neighborhood graphic by: Peter Bramley (1945-2005)

• Our Events Sponsors  •

Ziba Mohammadi
Realtor • Engineer
zibam@kw.com

Bebe Ocano
Realtor • RE/MAX
bebeocano@gmail.com

Jenny Roche
Realtor • RE/MAX
jennyroche@remax.net

La Segunda
Bakery & Cafe
lasegundabakery.com
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B L O C K  P A R T Y

S at O ct 26t h
5p m to 7p m

7t h st re et
b et we e n

25t h Ave N
a n d 26t h Ave N

Sponsored by; Jenny Roche, Broker •  RE/MAX Realty Unlimited
www.homesaroundstpetersburg.com

Museum of History: Haunted History Tours 
Sept. 11 and October 9. Additional tours will be available; 
check the website for more information.
335 2nd Ave Northeast. 6:30 - 8:30. pm  $35 members, 
$40 non-members.  historystpete.org

Be sure to check for information on the World’s Largest 
Ghost Hunt event taking place September 27 at the SPMOH. 

Haunted Trolly Tours are back every second Wednesday  
Departing from the Museum of History, experience the creepy 
and dark side of St. Petersburg. Tours are led by paranormal 
investigator, Dr. Brandy Stark, who will also be the “October 
Happy Hour with a Historian” guest speaker. Walking ghost 
tours are available on the fourth Fridays of each month. Learn 
more at historystpete.org.

The Curse of the Swamp Witch 
See local artist interpretations of the feared swamp witch, 
a perfect theme for Hallween, Oct. 4-31.

Spookyzaar-Creative Loft at ArtLofts
10 5th Street North (2nd floor of the Florida Craftart 
building).  October 6, 12 -4:30 pm. 
For more information, contact spookyzaar@gmail.com

More FUN Halloween Events Around Town • Dr. Brandy Stark

Halloween on Central/Voodoo Vendor Village
Halloween on Central/Voodoo Vendor Village: 1600 block of 
Central Avenue. October 27, 12 - 5 p.m. Free. For more 
information, contact ester@localshops1.com.
Enjoy an open street stroll in your costume through the Grand 
Central and Edge districts in St. Petersburg, from MLK to 31st 
Street. 100 local vendors will be there to sell wares, food and 
more!

Roser Park Haunted Village and Ghost Tours
Roser Park Drive between 6th Street and 8th Street. 
October 19, 4pm – 9pm Free
Tickets for the ghost tours are $30 and can be purchased at 
historicroserpark.org
For more information, contact roserparkishaunted.com 
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Your Vote Matters—Make It Count!

As your Crescent Heights Neighborhood Association 

President, I want to emphasize a critical point: VOTE! 

This fundamental right is a cornerstone of our democracy, 

one that many around the world admire and aspire to 

have. It’s our privilege and responsibility to shape the 

leadership and direction of our government, and every 

vote plays a crucial role in that process.

Recent elections have shown just how impactful every 

vote can be. During my lifetime, I’ve seen margins of 

victory be razor-thin, with many races decided by only a 

few votes. Your participation can make all the difference.

This year, we have significant local elections ahead. Four 

City Council seats are either open or up for reelection. 

While Councilmember Lisset Hanewicz is not up for 

reelection this time, it’s important for all St. Petersburg 

residents to vote in the general election to ensure our 

collective voice is heard. Additionally, our very own 

Crescent Heights resident, Lindsay Cross, is seeking 

reelection to the Florida House of Representatives for 

District 60. Your vote will ensure our community’s 

representation at the state level.

We’ve seen incredible engagement from Crescent Heights 

residents in our neighborhood events and activities—let’s 

channel that same enthusiasm into voting in all upcoming City, 

State, and National elections!

Introducing “Neighbor to Neighbor” Support Group

Many Crescent Heights neighbors have shown interest in 

forming a “Neighbor to Neighbor” group to offer support 

within our community. If you need assistance with your home, 

are facing food insecurity, or have other needs where your 

neighbors could help, please reach out to us at crescentheights.

president@gmail.com. Let’s work together to support each other 

and strengthen our community!

On a more immediate note, we are currently in the peak of 

Hurricane Season. With storms potentially causing power 

outages, if you have power and can offer assistance such as 

charging stations for neighbors’ devices, please do so. Stay 

connected with real-time updates through our Crescent Heights 

Neighborhood Association (CHNA) Facebook page. If you 

identify someone in need of specific assistance, send us a private 

message so we can coordinate support.

Let’s show our commitment to our democracy and our 

neighborhood by voting and supporting each other through 

these challenging times. Thank you for your dedication and 

involvement!

See page 9 for more hurricane preparedness information and voluntary 

neighbor to neighbor emergency assistance.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o r n e r  •  A m y  K e l s o

CHNA President Amy Kelso
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B O O K  N O O K
Thanks to the neighborhood’s great interest in CHNA’s Book Club, we 
now have two Book Groups, each with its own distinct membership. 

B o o k  N o o k

Tom Lake
by Ann Patchett

Sept 2024
Tom Lake tells the story of Lara and 

her reminiscences with her three adult 
daughters of her decades-old romance 

with a famous actor. Much of Patchett’s 
writing explores family relationships, tight 

bonds, frayed and knotted ties.

Twelve-year-old Bird Gardner lives a quiet existence 
with his loving father. His mother Margaret, a 
Chinese American poet, left without a trace when 
he was nine years old. He doesn’t know what 
happened to her, only that her books have been 
banned. Then one day, Bird receives a mysterious 
letter containing only a cryptic drawing, and soon 
he is pulled into a quest to find her.

Book Group 2 meets on the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Co-leaders: Melinda Borthick & Sharon 
Dubble  Contact: chreads@gmail.comchreads@gmail.com

Our Missing Hearts
by Celest Ng
Sept 2024

Book Group 1 meets on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month from 7:00-9:00 PM
Leader: Joanne Beckman
Contact: ejbeckman@comcast.netejbeckman@comcast.net

The Lost Bookshop
by Evie Woods
Oct 2024

For too long, Opaline, 
Martha, and Henry have 
been the side characters in 
their own lives. But when a 
vanishing Dublin bookshop 
casts its spell, these three 
unsuspecting strangers will 
discover that their own stories 
are every bit as extraordinary 
as the ones found in the pages 
of their beloved books. 

Kidder has done some great non-fiction 
such as Mountains Beyond Mountains 
and The Soul of a New Machine. This 
book is also non-fiction. It’s about a 
doctor in Massachusetts, who found his 
calling ministering to the homeless and 
how he builds relationships and trust 
with his population.

Rough Sleepers
by Tracy Kidder
Oct 2024

Bossypants
by Tina Fey

Nov 2024
Tina Fey, from her youthful days as a vicious 

nerd to her tour of duty on Saturday Night 
Live; from her passionately halfhearted 

pursuit of physical beauty to her life as a 
mother eating things off the floor; from her 

one-sided college romance to her nearly fatal 
honeymoon. Tina Fey reveals all, and proves 

what we’ve always suspected: you’re no one 
until someone calls you bossy.

The Covenant of Water
by Evie Woods
Oct 2024

Spanning the years 1900 to 1977, The Covenant 
of Water is set in Kerala, on South India’s Malabar 
Coast, and follows three generations of a family that 
suffers a peculiar affliction: in every generation, at 
least one person dies by drowning. A shimmering 
evocation of a bygone India, The Covenant of Water 
is a hymn to progress in medicine and to human 
understanding. It is one of the most masterful literary 
novels published in recent years.
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FOCUSING ON CHRONIC CONDITIONS

Neuropathy

Sciatica

Back Pain

S T P A I M . C O M

Fibromyalgia 

Knee Pain

Arthritis

7 2 7 - 2 3 5 - 0 4 3 5

Stay up-to-date with our new 
and improved website!

Here you will find upcoming 
events, as well as neighborhood 

news, membership info, 
newsletter archives and MORE!

Visit us today!

crescentheightsneighborhood.comcrescentheightsneighborhood.com

CHNA
C r e s c e n t  H e i g h t s

N e i g h b o r h o o d  A s s o c i a t i o n

C R ES C E N T   H E I G H T S
N E I G H B O R H O O D
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Schedule Your Complimentary Consultation Today

ST. PETERSBURG FL

expires 9/30/24

L U X U R Y  S P A

(727) 343-5772
COLORMEBLUSH.COM

Wake Up with Makeup

$50 OFF PERMANENT COSMETICS
• Permanent Cosmetics
   (Eyebrows, Eyeliner, Lip Blushing)
• Microneedling
• Microneedling RF
• Nanoneedling
• GLO2 Facials
• Diamond Glow Facials• Diamond Glow Facials
• Anti-Aging Treatments
• Exfoliation Treatments
• Waxing
• Lash Lift & Tint
• Teen & Adult Acne Treatments
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Hurricane season is June 1 to Nov. 30

The City of St. Petersburg recommends residents 
prepare by signing up to receive emergency 
notifications with Alert Pinellas (Alert St. Pete) at 
pinellas.gov/alert-pinellas.

Visit floodmaps.pinellas.gov or call 727-453-3150 to 
learn your hurricane evacuation level and flood risk.

Review Pinellas County’s Hurricane Guide at pinellas.
gov/make-a-plan/hurricane-guide.

Find resources from the Florida Division of Emergency 
Management at floridadisaster.org.

View the latest tropical information from the National 
Hurricane Center nhc.noaa.gov.

Plan ahead for sandbags at stpete.org/residents/public_
safety/sandbags.php.

For more information, visit stpeteprepares.com

Additionally, to stay informed about emergencies and 
other important community news, consider signing 
up for Alert Pinellas. This service provides urgent 
notifications about weather and other emergencies in 
Pinellas County and surrounding areas.

As hurricane season approaches, we want to ensure our St. 
Pete community is well-prepared. Although we’ve been 
fortunate to avoid the worst of recent storms, the CHNA 
is working to strengthen our community’s preparedness 
by fostering connections, building a sense of shared 
responsibility, and pooling our expertise and resources for 
emergency situations. While we can’t replace local 
emergency services, we are creating a list of community 
members who possess valuable skills (such as CPR, first 
aid, plumbing, etc.) and those with useful equipment (like 
ladders, chainsaws, walkie-talkies, generators, and 4-wheel 
vehicles). This list will be used by our emergency 
coordinators to reach out for assistance if needed after a 
disaster.

Participation is voluntary and based on your availability at 
the time of an emergency. Rest assured, your information 
will be kept confidential and will not be widely shared. 
If you are willing to contribute, please fill out the 
information below and drop it off at 520 25th Ave N 
in the envelope labeled “Hurricane Questionnaire.”

Name:

Address:

Circle each skill and/or equipment you can provide.
Special Skills:
CPR
First Aid
Plumbing
Carpentry
Other:

Special Equipment:
Ladder
Chainsaw
Walkie-Talkie
In-house Generator
Portable Generator
4-Wheel Vehicle
Other:

Contact #
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B u s i n e s s  S p o t l i g h t   •   G r a i n  &  B e r r y  •  S a r a  H o w e

Owner and Operator Mahe’ Gonzalez is excited to share that 
Grain & Berry has joined the Crescent Heights Neighborhood 
Association. She looks forward to strengthening their 
connection to the community and becoming an integral part 
of the local scene.

With everything from açaí bowls and fresh pressed juices to 
hearty specialty toasts and international coffees, Grain & 
Berry has quickly become a beloved part of the St. Petersburg 
community since opening its doors at 2446 4th St. N. in 2021. 

Voted #1 by Tampa Bay Times for best bowl, Grain & Berry 
is a community space where healthy meets delicious and 
where friends can meet, professionals can work and everyone 
can enjoy breakfast, lunch and dinner on site or on the go. 
Committed to being a family-friendly establishment, Grain & 
Berry has also created a special corner in their store filled with 
games for little ones. 

“I love seeing young families spend their afternoons in the 
store, enjoying a nutritious meal while making memories,” 
Gonzalez says. 

In a city known for its charming little pockets, Gonzalez 
believes they’ve found the perfect spot. “We’re thrilled to be 
in such a dynamic and welcoming part of St. Pete,” she says. 
“Crescent Heights has it all.”

Grain & Berry is known for its superfood-packed menu with 
the Grain & Berry Bowl standing out as a customer favorite 
featuring organic granola, banana, strawberries, blueberries, 
Nutella, peanut butter and coconut shavings.

The store is especially excited about their upcoming fall menu, 
which launches on Sept. 16. The seasonal offerings will include 
the new Pumpkin Bowl, crafted to taste just like pumpkin 
pie, perfect for autumn indulgence. They’ll also happily cater 
to individual dietary restrictions including vegetarian, vegan, 
dairy-free, and gluten-free with meals made-to-order and free 
of additives.

While the store is not immune to challenges brought on by 
unemployment and inflation, Grain & Berry continues to 
thrive and grow. Gonzalez gives thanks to the resilience and 
enthusiasm of their 14-member team. 

“Each member is local, loyal, and brings exceptional energy 
to the store, creating a vibrant atmosphere that keeps 
customers coming in for more,” she says.

In celebration of their new CHNA membership, Grain & 
Berry is offering a 10% discount to all CHNA members. 
The store has plans to continue deepening their community 
involvement and looks forward to welcoming neighbors to 
the store and meeting customers at CHNA events.

Follow @grainandberrystpetersburg on Instagram and 
Facebook to stay up to date on their latest menu 
selection and events.

Mia Prouty
Asst. Mgr.

Mahe’ Gonzalez
Owner

Jake Wesselkamper
Gen. Mgr



The golden rule to crushing this year’s Fall Family Photos 
begins and ends with the “right” wardrobe…and a great 
photographer doesn’t hurt. ;)  I always tell my clients that 
it’s all about feeling comfortable, so your photographer can 
capture the real you. The last thing you want to be is physically 
uncomfortable and adjusting clothes during your session. Trust 
me, it shows. 

My family dresses pretty casually, so when I hire a 
photographer for my own family photos, I coordinate our 
outfits around what I feel most beautiful in, and go from there, 
but make sure everyone is totally good to go with their choice. 
I will give my kids a few “curated” options to choose from that 
I know they already love. Easy peasy! Dad, well that is another 
story. Shocker, right?  

Now that we’ve covered the basis, I’m going to highlight a few 
more general ideas below: 

F A L L  F a m i l y  P h o t o s  •  A l i s o n  B r e t t  •  o w n e r ,  L i t t l e  L l a m a  P o r t r a i t s / B o u t i q u e

Since you are on the floor playing with littles, think about a 
longer dress vs the short dress or looser pants (or shorts) so 
you can get up and down and move comfortably. If you have 
hardwood floors and a leather couch then it may not be a good 
idea for dad to wear his favorite brown slacks. 

12  FALL Edition 2024  crescentheightsneighborhood.com

Fall Family Photos 

Choose a Statement Pattern
Since we are on the subject of coordinating colors, instead 
of overwhelming your photos with multiple patterns, 
choose one statement piece and let it shine. Then, pull 
colors from that pattern to create a cohesive palette for the 
rest of your family’s outfits.

Texture Play
Linen, chambray, eyelet, and even a touch of lace or crochet 
can add dimension and visual interest to your photos. 

Accessorize with Intention
While we’re keeping things simple, a few well-chosen 
accessories can elevate your look. Consider a woven belt in a 
natural tone, a delicate gold or silver necklace, or a stack of 
simple bracelets to add a personal touch. 

Closing Thoughts

When it comes to booking your family photographer, 
wardrobe guidance & assistance can vary a great deal. 
Some photographers may offer a full client wardrobe.
For others, it may not be a focal point. 

If that is important to you, be sure to inquire about 
specifics during the booking process. For some this service 
is paramount, while others may have been planning this 
photoshoot out in their head for years, and have every detail 
sorted out. 

All of my families receive the option to come into my studio 
/ shop (Little Llamas Boutique) with clothes from home for 
a personalized styling consultation. For visitors and those 
who prefer doing things remotely, I also offer access to an 
incredible AI powered online styling guide. They just fill out 
a quick questionnaire about their vibe & style preferences, 
and it magically scours the internet for photo ready 
coordinating outfits.

In YOUR Home
During in-home photos, 
you are often on the floor 
playing or just hanging out 
in the bed, so keeping your 
interior’s color schemes 
in mind when selecting 
outfits is always a good idea. 
Coordinate with your decor. 
Pull colors from your room 
and go from there.

Parks & Gardens
Embrace the natural beauty around you with soft, flowy 
fabrics and earthy tones like tans, warm browns, tans, and 
rusts. A ruffled blouse in cream or ivory paired with linen 
shorts, or a simple sundress are timeless options.

Beach Vibes
Nothing says St. Pete 
like a day at the beach! 
Go barefoot and 
embrace the textures 
of linen, chambray, or 
gauze in shades of ocean 
blue, sandy neutrals, 
and crisp whites. Think 
simple silhouettes, like 
a classic maxi dress in a 
striped linen or floral print. Dads, a Henley tee is always 
a safe bet. Or, let the men shine with the printed button 
down collared shirt and coordinate colors around him!



What Our Clients Are Saying

You are exceptional.
Your real estate agent should be too.

“My mom was a great realtor. When she passed away I didn’t think I’d be 
able to find another realtor that I could trust just as much…until I found 
Leah. She goes above and beyond! Whether you’re buying or selling, 
she is on your side and has your best interest in mind. She and her team 
are prompt, professional, and thoughtful. She’s helped us with 3 home 
transactions and I wouldn’t choose anyone else!”
- Kelly C.

“Knocked it out of the park again. I had less than a month to sell my 
house and close before leaving town and they got it done completely 
smooth and painlessly. They were responsive and helpful and always 
honest which I really appreciated. I cannot thank them or recommend 
them enough.”
- Janie G.

“Leah and her team did an exceptional job selling my house as quickly 
as the market allowed. Their work ethic, guidance and excellent 
communication throughout the process were outstanding. I highly 
recommend this team to anyone looking to buy or sell in the Tampa/St. 
Pete area! THANK YOU!”
- Tim S.

“Leah, Amanda, and Merris were all an absolute pleasure to work with! 
Throughout the whole process they were very professional, responsive, 
patient, and knowledgeable. Beyond all those great qualities, what 
stands out the most is how caring they are. We always felt like they 
had our backs and truly wanted the best for us. Moving can be very 
overwhelming, but they went above and beyond to make it as seamless 
as possible! They were great negotiators and maximized our profit. My 
husband and I cannot recommend Leah and her powerhouse team 
enough!”
- Michaela K.

485+
families helped

$225M+
career volume closed

706.910.9909
leah@herzwurmhomes.com
@herzwurm_homes

Herzwurm Homes is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

Leah Herzwurm
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898 30th Ave N, St Petersburg, FL 33704

Mention this Ad for a Special Discount! 

(727) 894-3303

- Climate-Controlled
- Indoor Units
- Document Shredding
- Electronic Keypad Access
- Moving & Packing Supplies
- Reservations Center 7 Days/week
-- Automatic Bill Pay
- Online Payments
- Surveillance Cameras 

JTS TAX SERVICE
860 24th Ave North

727-824-5601 Cell 813-361-4328
Email: Msswess@earthlink.net

Owned and Operated by Stephanie Pitts

Great Tax Reduction Ideas

•  Pay medical bills with pre-tax income

•  HSA and Flexible Savings accounts
are two ways to save

•  Student loan interest up to $2,500
parents who co-sign are eligible

•  Donate appreciated stocks
and other investments  

•  Maximize tax advantage
retirement accounts

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to call me
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N a t u r e  Wa t c h  S o u t h
 Getting Antsy • Bill Richkus

In a survey of Florida pest control employees to determine the 
kinds of ants and types of ant problems confronted in both 
commercial and household facilities in the state, eight species 
were identified as key pests. Of these, the most common were 
the ghost ant and the red imported fire ant (RIFA). I was 
unfortunate enough to have an encounter with the second, more 
formidable species, the fire ant. I had read years ago about this 
ant species, native to South America, when it first appeared in 
the southern United States and then gradually spread throughout 
the south and west. RIFA are very aggressive and vigorously 
defend their nests, attacking in large numbers and stinging 
repeatedly.

They grasp the intruder with their 
mandibles and then inject venom with 
a stinger located on their abdomen, 
stabbing multiple times. Their painful stings can result in 
pustules that can cause itching for up to two weeks. Their 
aggressive behavior can also adversely impact pets and wildlife. 
I was unaware of their presence in our area until a recent trip to 
one of my beds in the community garden. Moving around the 
outside of the bed while weeding my vigorously growing peanut 
plants, I started to notice numerous pinches on my leg. Looking 
down, I saw a swarm of ants racing over my sneaker and up my 
leg, latching onto my skin.

A video of me dancing around the garden, trying to shake the 
ants off, surely would have gone viral on YouTube! It reminded 
me of an incident during a duck hunt in Texas many years ago. 
Everyone in our hunting party watched as Herby, the jokester of 
the group, rose up from his hide, began stripping his clothes off 
and started jumping around. It turned out he had inadvertently 
sat on top of a fire ant nest! Needless to say, I am now very 
observant of where I put my feet while working in the garden. 
Fire ants are almost impossible to control, so it’s best to simply 
avoid them.

I’ve previously noted that the Florida Suncoast, within which 
St. Petersburg lies, is home to a greater variety of insects than 
anywhere else in the U.S. that I’ve ever lived or visited. Many, 
such as some mosquitoes, ants and termites, are truly pests to be 
avoided or eradicated.  However,  I only have to see the many 
species of gorgeous butterflies flitting around the community 
pollinator garden flowers or groups of dragonflies flitting along 
the shore of Crescent Lake to remind myself of the wonderful 
natural beauty that many of our local insects provide to us every 
day.

Those of us of a certain age may 
recall the horror movie “Them.” I 
probably paid fifty cents to view 
it in my local theater in Hillside, 
NJ, when it was released in 1954. 
The movie had a thrilling plot 
line. A radioactive release from 
obviously a federal program resulted 
in the mutation of ants that 
grew to colossal size and lived in 
underground tunnels, threatening 
residents in the area after dark. 
The horror associated with human 
eating giant ants may not equal that 
generated by some of our own tiny 
ant pests, but these little critters can cause all kinds of distress. To go 
into the bathroom for a drink of water at night and discover several 
ants floating in your water glass can be quite off-putting. And that 
has been one of our recent unsettling interactions with our six-legged 
neighbors (spiders have eight legs...).  

The ghost ant is so called because it is tiny (1.3 to 1.5 mm long) and 
nearly translucent, which makes it very difficult to see. However, once 
established in great numbers, it’s hard not to notice what appear to be 
lines of dust particles moving about on a surface or wall in the house! 
One distinctive behavior they exhibit is running around 
rapidly and erratically when disturbed. I’ve read that 
when crushed, the workers emit an odor similar to that 
of rotten coconuts, but they are so tiny I can’t say that 
I’ve confirmed this when purposely squishing one of 
our invaders. This ant pest is 
highly adaptable, 
nesting readily outdoors or 
indoors. They only become 
a significant pest when they 
decide to take up residence 
in one’s home. Colonies 
can be moderate to large in 
size, containing numerous 
reproducing females that can sometimes separate and spread through 
a home. Although this ant feeds upon many household foods, it 
seems to show a preference for sweets, which explains their occasional 
appearance in our kitchen. However, they are most disturbing 
when they invade the bathroom counter, sinks and water glasses, 
presumably to gain moisture for their colonies. I’ve tried various 
approaches to ghost ant control (Terro, for example) to no avail. But 
when I’ve requested assistance from our pest control company, they 
seem to have the secret sauce, with our ghost ant problem solved at 
the moment.  
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Brian Waechter
REALTOR®

727.643.2708 727.278.5866 

Sharon Kantner
REALTOR® 

Over $271 Million in Total Sales To Date
TOP 1% IN PINELLAS COUNTY

OLD 

Our Global Partners ExploreStPeteLiving.com
Data Courtesy of StellarMLS.

Contact us if you are considering a move!

Specializing In Crescent Heights, Crescent Lake, 
Old Northeast, Snell Isle And Downtown

810 29th Avenue N
$1,875,000

546 18th Avenue NE 
$1,950,000

125 21st Avenue NE
$1,250,000

CRESCENT HEIGHTSOLD NORTHEAST OLD NORTHEAST

SOLD 
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ARE YOU READY TO EMBRACE A HEALTHIER, 
MORE ACTIVE LIFESTYLE? 

At In Motion we have specialized fitness 
classes that are designed for individuals aged 
55 and over, focusing on long-term mobility, 

movement, and strength. 

No Contract!!!!
Interested?

Call: (727) 300-9429
Address:  1941 34th St

N, St. Petersburg Fl

Stay Active, Stay Strong!

ONE
WEEK

FREE
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In this series, we get to know our neighbors whose CHNA membership 
has helped make Crescent Heights a warm, welcoming and vibrant 
place to live. Do you know a CHNA member who should be in the 
spotlight? Email editor.chna@gmail.com.

Rae and her husband Claire Madson started calling Crescent 
Heights home in March 2024 and joined CHNA as soon as they 
moved in. In just six months, they’ve already experienced the best 
that the neighborhood has to offer: being in close proximity to 
local gems, engaging in CHNA events and taking opportunities to 
meet and connect with friendly people.

What made you want to settle in Crescent Heights?
My son bought the home that we are now renting from him in 
2016, so we’ve known about Crescent Heights’ charm for quite 
some time now. This truly is the best neighborhood in the city. 
We’re so close to everything. I even found a shoe repair place that’s 
just three minutes away! We moved here from The Villages, so you 
can imagine how nice it has been to see children and young families 
out and about, playing in nature and enjoying themselves.

Why did you want to become a member of CHNA?
We really want to meet people. CHNA is full of the friendliest 
people you’ll ever meet. I’ve never known a more active

C H N A  M e m b e r  S p o t l i g h t :   R a e  &  C l a i r e  M a d s o n  •  S a r a  H o w e

I’ve heard such great things about the Annual Halloween Block 
Party, and have signed up to be on the event planning committee. 
We’re also looking forward to more and more social activities, 
especially getting a neighborhood card group up and running 
where anyone can come play!

neighborhood association. 
There’s always something to 
look forward to and be a part 
of. I worked the registration 
table at the Cinco de Mayo 
event and had a blast 
just talking and meeting 
everyone. I’ll definitely be 
volunteering again!  

What are you looking 
forward to as a CHNA 
member?

I’m really excited to 
celebrate Halloween in 
this neighborhood! 



Join YogaSix St. Pete Today!
Crescent Heights Residents 

Receive 10% Off!

FULL SENSORY YOGA EXPERIENCE 
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL

Increase Flexibility | Build Strength |
Boost Energy | Manage Stress

Find Community

  #calmmindstrongvibe  

Earlier this year, the 2024 Trust for Public Land’s ParkScore Index 
ranked the City of St. Petersburg Parks and Recreation system the 
best in Florida and No. 11 in the U.S. Categories driving the top 
score included access, acreage, equity, investment and amenities, 
including playgrounds. 

Crescent Lake Park has unveiled a brand-new playground, promising 
to be a community gem for the next 15-20 years. With a total 
investment of $420,000, the playground boasts top-notch features 
designed for safety, inclusivity, and long-lasting enjoyment.

The project includes high-quality equipment and shade structures 
provided by Landscape Structures, while safety surfacing is 
supplied by ForeverLawn. The installation has been completed, 
and the final touches, including additional safety inspections and 
new sod for the playground’s perimeter, are currently underway. 
If inspections and any necessary adjustments proceed smoothly, 
the playground is expected to open in early September.

In line with modern safety standards, the playground’s design 
incorporates comprehensive safety measures. The majority of 
the old equipment will be removed, with salvageable parts being 
repurposed by Parks & Recreation for future use. Once the 
new playground is open, the old equipment’s footprint will be 
transformed into green space, further enhancing the park’s natural 
appeal.

A significant highlight of the new playground is its adherence to 
and exceedance of ADA requirements. The inclusive design, which 
includes features like the We-Go-Round and Communication board, 
has been reviewed by CAPI (the Committee to Advocate for Persons 
with Impairments) to ensure it meets the highest standards 
of accessibility. 

These additions are set to foster a 
more inclusive environment for all 
children to enjoy.

With these upgrades, Crescent Lake 
Park’s new playground is poised to 
become a beloved destination for 
families, offering a safe, engaging, 
and inclusive space for children of 
all abilities.

Symbol Communication Sign

Symbol Communication Sign

New Playground at Crescent Lake Park
Sara Howe • Wendy Smith
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Ne i g h b o r h o o d  Eve n t s :

CHNA Social at Grain & Berry
Sept. 9  @ 7 p.m.
2446 4th st. N.
Enjoy 10% off your purchase! 

Porch Party hosted by Ziba Mohammadi
Sept. 20  @6 p.m.
475 27th Ave. N.

Crescent Lake Cleanup, sponsored by 
Stewards of our Urban Lakes (SoUL)
Sept. 28  @9 a.m.
info@soulinc.org

Coffee with a Cop 
Special Guest Officer Luis Martinez
Oct. Date and Time TBD
La Segunda
2424 4th St N
Watch CHNA’s Facebook page for more info!

CHNA Halloween Block Party
Oct. 26 @5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
7th Street between 25th Ave N and 26th Ave N

CHNA Neighborhood Meeting
Nov. 4  @6:30 p.m.
Blush Tea and Coffee
2382 Dr. M.L.K. Jr. St. N.

CHNA Social at Three Birds Tavern
Nov. 14
5 p.m.
1492 4th St. N.

C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t sCHNACHNA Se p t  •  Oc t  •  NovSe p t  •  Oc t  •  Nov

Save the Date - CHNA Lights in the 
Heights!
Dec. 7 @6-9 p.m.

Interested in hosting a Porch Party?
Contact Amy Youngs, CHNA events 
director, at events.chna@gmail.com or 
813-300-4504.

Join our neighborhood card group! 
Contact Rae Madson for more information 
at rmadson77@gmail.com.

Join the CHNA Events Committee!
Want to help make our neighborhood 
events extra special? To learn how or to get 
involved, contact Amy Youngs, CHNA 
events director, at events.chna@gmail.com 
or 813-300-4504. Meetings take place 
at 6:30 p.m. on the last Monday of each 
month at 785 25th Ave. N.

Like Us on Facebook            19

W h a t ’s  Up  A r o u n d  To w n :

2024 Run For All Children
Benefitting the patients and families at Johns 
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital
Sept. 28  @7:30 a.m.
501 6th Ave. S.

Anime St. Pete Festival
Sept. 28-29 
The Coliseum
535 4th Ave. N.

St. Pete’s Super Greek Festival
Oct. 4-6
3600 76th St. N.

SHINE St. Pete Mural Festival
Oct. 11-20
Downtown St Pete

SmARTly Dressed Fashion 
Show & Luncheon
Oct. 17  @10 a.m. 
Doors; 12 p.m. Fashion Show & Luncheon
Coliseum
535 4th Ave. N.

P1 Offshore St. Pete Grand Prix
Oct.18-20 
600 2nd Ave. NE

St. Pete Run Fest
Nov. 15-17 
480 Bayshore Dr. SE

Shopapalooza Festival
Nov. 30-Dec. 1 
Vinoy Park
701 Bayshore Dr. NE

Thanksgiving Day
Thurs Nov. 28



2424 4th St. N, St. Petersburg, FL   •   lasegundabakery.com   •   (727) 388-4983

Visit our St. Pete location today!

La Segunda Bakery & Cafe is a family-owned and-operated business that has been a 
staple of Ybor City and Tampa Bay extending over 100 years and four generations. 
Baking history since 1915, La Segunda has built a legacy around original Ybor City 
culture and mastered the art of blending Cuban, Italian, and Spanish tradition and 

recipes through their high-quality breads, sandwiches, desserts, and co�ee.




